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Aunt. With all my heart: then pray go on, my dear.
Yo. Sist. Why, madam, this took up the first three or four nights of our discourse : the night before last he began a little more seriously, and came closer to the thing itself: he told me he had made himself very melancholy with me the two last times he was with me; for he thought that, instead of courting me to have him, he had taken a great deal of pains to court me to refuse him again. I told him 1 thought so too ; and that I confessed I had been a little concerned about it, because I could by no means understand him. He told me it proceeded from the just reflection he made on his foolish discourse two years ago, viz., that he wished he had counterfeited religious discourse, and that he would certainly have cheated me if he could, and did not doubt but he could have done it effectually: those words, he said, flew in his face when he went to say anything seriously to me, and persuaded him that I would believe he was only counterfeiting serious things on purpose to deceive me. I answered, he might reproach himself with those things, but I did not lay any stress on them; for I believed he had too much honesty, whether it proceeded from religion or no, to offer to deceive me in a thing in which he owned so ingenuously I was right. Then he told me, with the greatest affection in his discourse that ever I saw in my life, that he must confess, as he said before, that my rejecting him as I had done had made impressions on his mind quite different from what he had before; but that he found it the hardest thing in the world to express what had happened to him on that account, and the thoughts of those things which had taken up his mind since that; only this he would own to me, that I was in the right, that he had most notoriously ex-